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—— —_——— oe A paY a See TWO DOLLARS aveaR 
SOMETHING AT DAYTON? [pumped tuit of mud, the gate valve | Spindletop excitement started the drill 
ee vas closed and operations were sus- at man} points in Southeast Texas 


Oil Found in a Well Owned Jointly by tor sims four years ago. - 
the Paraffine and Higgins Oi! and In the report of C. W. Hayes and 
Fue! Companies, But Capacity Not There is Already a Surplus of Produc- William Kennedy, published by the 
Determined—One of Those Interest- tion. , States Geological Survey and 
ed Says They Were Afraid to Find With production in the Texas-Lou- “@Yehns the history of the various 
Out What They Had—Large Surpius isiana districts running in the neigh Southeast Texas districts up to Feb- 
of Production Over Demand in Tex- borhood of 4,000,000 barrels a month, TW@?¥. 1902, the following is of inter- 
as-Louisiana Districts Makes It a and a demand for less than 3,000,009 ©S' ID light of recent develop- 
Bad Time for the Opening Up of Darreis a month, conditions are em. 
New Territory—History of Drilling phatically unfavorable, from the pro in the vicinity of Dayton, in Liberty 
Operations at Dayton, and the Pres- ducers’ standpoint, for the developing ine an. e at ne ol 99 to 100 ink thes 
ent Well—Tests Have Been Sunk on | of another oil pool, large or small. The fy" ,"))0! And -° to 3 min tis eee 
the North, East and West Sides of price on the field at Humble is 16 ly known as Dayton Hill. Jt extends 


. ‘ Be all —— ve ware the Trinity river abou 
the Last Hole—Location and Details Cen's a@ barre! and at Jennings Offers ten mit nd has an iperoxtinate width 


as to Depth. have beén made at prices as low as 12 X Miice Considerable quantities of 

sy i i! it wieus localities through 

‘idem and $ cents t this whole district. chiefly in small 

se an R neg ind shallow well i'p to the 

A reported oi] strike in the Dayton It is obviously an inopportut time esent me, however, no ail of com- 

district, in Liberty county, about fiftv for the development of new production mpertance has been found, Two 

d ‘ , ! i re prospecting in the field. 

miles west of Beaumont and seven The Paraffine company itself might Th i r-Dayton Company is” drilling 

iS ine +} 7 a i BE a ~ tn ann 4 eae A ig saat te iene t thern side of the district and 

mile north of the mai iine of tI ce $5 y Sui 2A cevelopnie st 4) J M. Guffey Company has put down 

Southern Pacific railroad. constitutes has about 500.000 rrele of oil «tored ‘ n the southern side The Tay- 
a ‘ 

i? ton well, loeated a short di«tance 
the development of chief importance at Humble, and is nga winetion : the town of Dayton. is 1.200 feet 
r “Ree <t 7 acs ‘ ae : i ad ’ Limestone wa: encountered at 600 
in Southeast Texas during the first f severa housand barre a tidy Ai fect ] mtinued to a depth of 800 feet, 
two weeks of the month of May. jump of 10 cents a barrel on the value * reck salt was encountered, and 

! ‘ - ‘ E : : Pe eee t ‘ eontinued to the bottom of the 
That oil was found at Dayton in the f this oi] would mean a loss of $a : he Guffey well reached a depth of 
a A foe? : ne re rad of the etry 
well owned jointly by the Paraffine #00. It is understood that the co . , vailable.” ae ae 
> i gh i ivallabtle 
Oil company and the Higgins Oi] and par was offered 221-2 cents a barrel — 
Fue! company there is no doubt It i for its Humble product before the Da Burning Natural Gas in a Farm 9 
decidedly contrary to the wishes and ton we reached tage where it House. 
the interests of both these companies. owed oi] The compa! has been Dayton Hill is probably the most 
and of all the producers in Texas and lding out for a higher price pronounced elevation in the Gulf coast- 
Louisiana, to have it appear that the al plain. Gas indications are plentiful 
strike is a biz one Formation and Indications Are Favor- in the depressions in this district, and 
Apparently no one has any informa able at Dayton. salt marshes are numerous 
tion as to the capacity of the well As Da n has been a favorite district The Taylor-Dayton company, refer- 


soon as the oil showed up the hole was th the wildcatters ever since the) red to in the report of Messrs. Hayes 
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and Kennedy, drilled three wells about 
seven and one-half miles northwest of 
the town of Dayton and a mile or so 
north of the scene of present devel- 
opment, on section 124 of the H. and 
T. C. lands. Two of the wells were 
sunk on the T. R. McGowan sixty 


acres, and the third was drilled on a) 
twenty-five acre tract owned by the} 


company and situated about 1000 feet 
south of the other tests. Rock salt 
was found in the wells on the Mc- 


Gowan place, and gas was encountered | 


in quantities. One of the farm houses 


is now fitted with gas burners, which | 
obtain their supply from a hole in the} 


ground not far from the building. 


Old Wells Developed Nothing of Im- 
portance. 


None of these wells was drilled toa 


great depth, probably not more tE88 | cerns. the Black Developmen: com- 
The thickness of the rock | 


1200 feet. 








salt underlying the shallower strata | 


in this part of the district has never! 
been accurately determined. 


$40,000 in their efforts to find oi! in 


commercial quantities and finally gave | Doeiit 


up. 


| 


The Guffey well, mentioned in the) 


Hayes-Kennedy report, was drilled on 
the Prewitt farm on the Elizabeth! 


i 
} 
i 


Munson league, about two miles south- F 


west of the town of Dayton and six or 
seven miles south of the Paraffine- 
Higgins well. It was sunk to a depth 
of 1900 feet and developed nothing of 
value. 


Description of Early Drilling Opera- 
tions. 
In another portion of their report 
Messrs. Hayes and Kennedy refer 
again to the Dayton tests as follows: 


“At Dayton, the J. M. Guffey Petro- 
leum company drilled a well 1,900 feet 
deep and on the north side of the hill 
the Taylor-Dayton has been driling to 
depths of from 500 to 1,000 feet. At Stil- 
son. the Hill-Brown Rice. Land and Ir- 


nearly 500 feet in depth. The loge of 
the Taylor- Dayton Company's well shows 
that Dayton Hill is composed of blue 
clays and sands te a depth of 500 feet, | 
with boulders of a soft gray sandstone | 
at several horizons. These boulders are | 


} 


had tired of the quest, the West Lib- 
erty Oil company was organized with 
$20,000 capital by Dr. J. A. Lovett, 
Captain B. F. Cameron and Wirt Davis 
of Liberty, J. A. Andrews, Robert An- 


drews. Arthur Fox and Judge W. L.| 


Douglass of Beaumont and several 
others. Lovett and Douglass are stock- 
holders in the Paraffine Oil company 
and were the moving spirits in the or- 
ganization of that company to drill the 
well which developed the Batson field. 


J. A. Andrews and his son Robert} 


Andrews are contractors who have 
done considerable work in the Beau- 
mont district and at other points. 

The Higgins Oil and Fuel company 


works in close harmony with the Par-| 
affine company, being a joint owner) 


with the Paraffine in a pipe line from 


Batson to Sour Lake, and in other! 


deals. Through one of its subsiilary 


pany, the Higgins company drilled a 
i test well on section 31 of the G., C. and 
iS. F. lands, about one mile west of 


the present development. At li feet | 
or- ~ - . : 
The Taylor-Dayton people pent; nothing beyond a few showings of oil 


in inconsiderable quantities had been 
, and the hole was abandoned. 
On the east, about one mile from 


the new. Paraffine-Higgins well, on) 
the Prewitt farm en section 134 of he | 
H. and T. C. lands, the Paraffine and | 

-iggins company, jointly, sank a tcst! 
ee 1200 feet deep. Oil showings | 


| were encountered, but nothing of suf- 


ficient importance to warrant an effort | 


to develop it. 


Present Well the Third in Same Terri-!| 


tory. 
The Paraffine-Higgins peop!» then 


decided to make a test about midway) 


between their two previous wells, so 


they secured a lease an two ten-acre) 


strips in section 119 of the H. and T. 


C., paying a cash bonus and a one-| 


eighth royalty. The West Liberty 


| company had drilled a-well about 300 
rigation company has drilled two wells | 


| feet north of the north line of the 


west strip, and the excellent showing 
| obtained in this well led the Paraffine- 
| Higgins companies to make their first 


rounded and concretionary, readily break-| attempt close to the West Liberty 


ing into thin, slaty portions and appear | 
to Hie in a blue, marly clay, and to over- | 
lie heavy beds of quicksand. At 500 feet! 
this well passed into limestone to 


depth of 800 feet and then rock salt to | 


1,200 feet 
farther south. thin beds of sandstone are 
reported at various depths, but chiefly 
below 800 feet. Gravels also occur in this 
well recerd in the lower depths. In 
the Stilson well, three miles west of 


Dayton, yellow clays are drilled through | 


to a depth of 104 feet. These were fol- 


lowed by 19 feet of quicksand, and from | 


that depth to 447 feet the section shows 
mostly a series of blue clays. Lime 
concretions were found from 132 to 174 
feet, and again between 244 to 263 feet. 
No boulders were found in this well, 
which terminated in 40 feet of coarse, 
gravelly, sand, with water.”’ 


In the Guffey well. six miles | 





| well. Accordingly the well was drilled | 


on the north end of the west strip. In 
the West Liberty well the pipe was 
twisted off four times, finally result- 
ing in the loss of the hole. The Paraf- 
fine-Higgins combination had a simi- 
lar experience. There were abundant 
indications of oil—abundant enough to 
induce the companies to start another 
well on the same strip 600 feet south 
of the first hole. re 

To secure this additional test the 
West Liberty company agreed to con- 


After the Taylor-Dayton company, vey a one-third interest in certain of 


its holdings in the district to the Par- 

affine-Higgins companies. Under this 
contract the well was drilled, and the 
| results showed that the drill was on 
the right track. Inasmuch as the dis- 
trict had been defined to a fairly aceu- 
rate extent on the north, east and west 
ft was natural that subsequent tests 
should be made to the south. 


Bailing Showed That Oi! Had Been 
Found. 

During the latter part of the first 
| week in May a formation was pene- 
‘trated in the new well, which led the 
driller to believe that he had found 
; something worthy of a test. Judge 
W. Pipkin of the Par- 
affine company went to the field and 
lon Friday, Saturday and Sunday the 
| well was bailed. 
| Neither Judge Douglass nor Mr. Pip- 
kin denies that oil appeared when the 
well was bailed. That it did appear is 
indicated by the presence of fresh oil 
in the neighborhood. Samples of oil 
were taken to Beaumont and tested, 
showing a gravity of 17.5 Baume. In 
i'color the oil is a lighter green than 
imost of the Southeast Texas crude. 
|It has no offensive odor, smells sweet 
and looks much better than its gravity 
would make it appear. 


Douglass and S 


Afraid to Find Out What They Had. 

As the matter stands, no one really 
‘knows the capacity of the well. This 
is accounted for by the attitude of 
| those most interested. One of the Par- 
affine people put it tersely when he 
said: “We were afraid to find out 
‘what we have.’ 

Manager C. L. Wallas of the Higgins 
Oil and Fuel company, and Mr. Pipkin 
of the Paraffine company stated that 
a steam head had been ordered and 
would be placed on the well to test 
its capacity. They thought the steam 
head would be in position by the end 
of this week. Asked as to the report 
that mud had been pumped into the 
well—a mixture of mud is used in 
drilling with the rotary system to pre- 
vent gas or oil blowouts—Mr. Pipkin 
said that it was his understanding 
that a certain amount of mud and wa- 
ter are always used in working with 
the rotary rig. 


Douglass Offers to Sell His West Lib- 
erty Stock. 

Judge Douglass offered his $1000 of 
stock in the West Liberty Oil company 
at five for one, or $5000, last Monday. 
The company has $20,000 capital. This 
would indicate that he values the com- 
pany’s land holdings at $100,000. 

Since the showing was encountered 
jin the Paraffine-Higgins well, the 
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West Liberty people, excepting, of 
course, Judge Douglass, have been 
anxious to see a thorough test of the 
well. Some of them own land which 
would be benefited in value by the 
opening up of a new field at Dayton. 

The Paraffine-Higgins companies 
have been opposed to taking any steps 
that might result in developments 
which would affect the value of the 
oi] they have on hand—the Higgins 
company has nearly, if not quite, 25%, 
ooo barrels, much of which it pur- 
chased at Jennings and hauled in tank 
cars to its storage tanks at Beaumont, 
and some of which it purchased at 
Humble. 

Even a good pumping well at Days 
ton would affect the market value 
of this oil, along with ali the oil being 
held in storage by other producers, for 
where pumping wells have been found 
in Southeast Texas, sooner or later, 
there are usually gushers. 

The West Liberty directors have 
held a meeting, and a stockholders’ 
meeting has been called for May 23 
at Liberty, when a policy will be out- 
lined as to the development of the 
company's noldings, and other matters 

Sales of land within a half mile of 
the Paraffine-Higgins weil are report 
ed at prices as high as $525 an acre, 
and the Liberty people are holding 


their stuff that is close in at $1000 an) 


acre. 


Located Near Railroad and Pipe Lines. 

The Dayton district is advantageous 
ly located with respect to transporta 
tion facilities. The Southern Pacific 
railroad is six miles south, the route 
of the Sun pipe line from Humble to 
Sour Lake is two miles south, and 
Texas company’s line, which is now 
in operation between Humble and the 
Trinity river, where it connects with 
the Guffey line to Sour Lake, Beau- 
mont and Port Arthur, is seven miles 
south. The Guffey company is now 
laying its own line from Humble to 
the Trinity river, near the Texas com- 
pany’s line. With the completion of 
the two new lines there will be three 
six-inch pipe lines to tide water, pass- 
ing within a few miles t! 
district. 

What the Operators Think of It. 

It is the general belief among oper 
ators that Dayton will be an oil 
field equal to the other Southeast 
Whether the develop 
ments of the last two weeks are of im 


Texas pools 
portance in justifying this belief re 
mains to be determined. It is a poor 
time to develop a new producing dis- 


trict, if the matter be considered from | uses 
| producer, but the exact capacity is not) 


the producer's viewpoint. On the oth 





er hand, the big companies, with larg« 
investments depending for their earn 


ings upon the extension of the oil pro- 


u 2 rite and tt permanency 
if the gan, supD { in this + 
gion. are e fratified at the open 
n¢e jf anew fis ' Their expecta 

tions with regar to Dayton ar n 

t { 


Additiona!- Details Concerning the 


Well and Location. 


S * 


a 
4 ri f with 
| 
~ ar t 
+ ~ i ‘ t 
' r 
' 

: ie , 
wes of ? ; f ljavton ym the 
So Pacifie 1 ad, and not far 
fror stert lary of Lib 
er tt at S$} ad- 
joins Harris n wi 1 the 
Humble field and the cits of Houston 
are locat From the well to Humble 
is a distar f twent id miles and 
to Houston is a little more than thirty 
n lac T thy rty 4 nty .Y the east, 
udjoir Hardin ¢ n which the 
Batson. Saratoga and Sour Lake fields 
are located. East of Hardin connty is 


Je ff rson county in which Be aumont 


IN THE OLDER SOUUTHEAST 
TEXAS DISTRICTS. 


P ( at Saratoga has been in 
crea j nzing ir f _™M 
Guf s No. 2 e B. B. B 
& { ? ¢ nar s 
N 7 S puffe x é } 
| yite I t 750 barrels 
j R t #T do nz 
28 > t appeared 
y 1 Ri Bravo No 

; 3 mit? s still 

7 ; i’ com 
nat : ’ barrels 
a f at Saratoga 
The f ukine mi an 10,04 

if ’ a rane of du Ine <s 
w itl sper t ittle leve 
opment when pre sent contracts are 
completed. unless there is an improve- 
mer » the market. which is not con- 
sider ] 

At Batson 248 wells were producing 
on May 15. Of this number the J. M. 
(iInffe Petroleum company was Oop 
erat more an 1. Many of these 
ure . producers, making ten or 


fifteen barrels each, while others were 
doing from 250 to 1000 barrels The 


big wells are on the Wing farm. Hor- 


kans & Solinsky completed another) 
’ ; teat | 
well on the Milhome during the first | 
two weeks of this month. It is a good | 


| 
; 


made known. This is the only new 
well completed to the 15th of May. 
On that date seven were drilling. 
Three new rigs have been erected dur- 
ing the month. 

Another well in the flats on the west 
ide of Spindletop near the Sabine and 
East Texas right of way. has increased 
the production of the Spindletop field 
‘*) barrels This well is near the 
first one drilled by Nelson, Gordon 
and others and is their No. 2. It is 
flowing about 360 barrels. The well 
tril on the Cartwright tract by the 
sams ontractors has not been suc- 

essfully completed Spindletop pro- 

is now around 4500 barrels, 
No developments of interest are re- 
ported from the Sour Lake district. 


TREADWELL GETS AN OPTION ON 
PROSPECTIVE TEXAS 
OIL LANDS. 

J. B. Treadwell, formerly in charge 
of the fuel oil department of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad in southeast 
Texas, but who has been in California 
for nearly three years past, was in 
Beaumont and Houston last week and 
took away with him to California on 
May 1? an option covering 3,000 acres 
of prospective oil land at Saratoga, 
Sour Lake, Votaw and Pierce June- 
tion 

The lands involved are those held 
by R. H. Kirby of Austin and associ- 
ates, and the consideration said to be 
stipuiated in the option is around $1,- 
min.000. It is not known for whom the 
yption was obtained. Both Votaw and 
Pierce Junction are prospects Im- 
portant developments are expected at 
e latter point, and it may be that Mr. 
Treadwell has secured an option that 
will give him ample time to await the 
outeome of drilling operations there. 
The Texas Company is also said to 
be tying up a considerable amount of 
property at Pierce Junction. 


Once upon a time a litter of kittens 
came to the home of little 6-year-old 
Susie And as usual the old mother 
cat was much in evidence. One day, 
after the kittens were old enough to 
run around the house, little Susie was 
heard to say as she fondled one of the 
bunch: “Kitty, 1 know who your moth- 
er is, I know who your brothers and 
sisters are, but kitty, I don’t know who 
your papais. “Spec he must be a tray- 
‘ling man.’—lIola (Kan.) Register. 


An Oklahoma editor sold his news- 
paper to a couple of unsuspecting law- 
yers and then wrote a farewell ed- 
itorial, the last line of which was: 
“May God have mercy upon them.” 
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HUMBLE PRODUCTION ABOVE 90,- 
000 BARRELS ON MAY 15—SUM- 
MARY OF OPERATIONS. 

Humble production will average 
nearly 90.00% barrels a day during the) 
month of May. On April 30 the field's 
output was estimated at 88,250 barrels. 
On Mav 15 it was put at 92,325 barrels. 
This would indicate that the output 
for the month of May will be fully 


2500000 barrels 





On May 15 there were 60 wells drill- 


ing, 30 derricks up on new locations, | 
and more than 6° wells producing 


From May i to 15 the number of wells! 
completed was 28 

Work has been started on the Texas 
company’s new pump station, one and} 
one-half miles west of Dayton. This 
will be a relay station from which the} 


Humble product will be pumped to 
Sour Lake. [ts lecation near Dayton 
is significant in view of the finding | 
of oil in the Higeins-Paraffine well! at | 
Darton last week. The pipe for the} 
Texas company’s extension is now on| 
the way to Texas and should be here} 


before the end of next week, when the 
work of laying it will begin. 


The Guffer company is stringing 
the pipe for its extension from the) 
Trinity river to Humble, starting from |! 
the river. The Suan Pipe Line compa- 
ny has laid five miles of pipe from|! 
Sour Lake to Pine Island bayou and/| 
has begun stringing pipe north of Lib- | 
erty toward Sour Lake. The high wa-) 


ter in Pine [sland baron prevented 
further work there for the present. 
The big Simms well at Humble has | 
fallen off some. but not to a very | 
marked degree. This well is known 
as the Moonshine No. 29 and is the 
biggest producer yet developed at 
Humble, in point of daily output. The 
Simms No. 4, completed last Satur- 
day, the 13th instant, and located 75 
feet east of the bie one, on the same 
strip, is making about 3000 barrels. 
A derrick has been erected for Simms | 
No. 5 alongside the Moonshine No. 29. 
It seems probable that the Moonshine 
company will make money on this! 
well, although a two-thirds interest in| 
it did cost the company $25,900. | 
The Moonshine No. 24, on the south | 
side, which was a i/«)-barrel well | 
for several days, has been drowned out 
by salt water and on May 15 was mak-| 
ing only 2009 barrels. It is understood | 
that this well has since dropped off to | 
almost nothing. i 
On May 11 the Texas company post- | 
ed a reduction of 2 cents on its price’ 
for Humble oil, making it 16 instead | 
of 18 cents. The Guffey company is | 
also paying 16 cents. Prices in other 
districts remain unchanged, but it) 
seems that a further reduction in| 


Humble prices is not unlikely. 


A summary of production on May 15 


follows: 


Barrels. 

MEG 2 wo hi-csi sb osaseeses 3,800 

Guffey No.1, pump station, Acre 4,200 

Guffey No. 2, Barrett........-. 4,000 

Oo ee es eee eee 

TENSE Oe RN Ga sso vee wees 5 acs es 

Simms & Armstrong........... 1,700 

;Commonwealth ...........-. . 1,000 
Oh MER as Fi ho oa as hace 50) 

Paraffine Oil Co...... Sern 3,800 

Lemeetias Ot O05. . icici kc caw Cee 

Smith & Granberry...... : 6.30) 

East Texas Oil Co..... ! So 

| MCU OE AS SLRS ss Ks nr ae Se 
| Big Hill Oil and Fuel Co.... 2.400 
LESVORTOVG 51.4 50s sks acs eee ' Hoo 

i Heywood Ot] Co........ 1 S00 
| Higgins Oil and Fuel Co 4,20) 
| Texas-Kentucky Oil Co : 30 
Lake Development Co.......... 300 

Rio Bravo Oil Co...... Tot 

'House & Beatty ...... eee 
Wood # Fondren. .2:.....2.45.. “70 

PIRI ks es ss ; Snags 3 175 

| Elkhorn Oi] Co...... De as ie a 150 
rr a ge 1.10) 


i Crosbie & Sinclair tpumpers}).. 1,200 





2,10 ee SOO Ce ica a es ee 

Moonshine No. 29...... : .13,500 

| Moonshine No. 24...... sos 8,000 
BD Fh Oe oe has 6 6 a8 3) ee 

Jordan-Gully Oi] Co......... 1,050 

Producers-Moonshine 1,400 

Moonshine Nos. 9 and 16. 4,200 

WOR Sc nica See ea ae awake Haus 
|Tenderfoot . . 250 
Ie oe ee ae ath) 

Landry Oji Co 2M) 

Moonshine No. 20... din 

Oriole Oi] Co.. 2 O00 

Bowen . ... rie ey 3) 

Harper-Jackson .. ie 20) 

+98 Pumping Co..:....; 1.500 
Allright Nos. 1 and 2....... 300 

United Oil and Refining Co..... 300 

i Jennie Oil Co..... Ne ee 150 
i ae 

et ee iG =e 

PRIRC Ee SONOS 6s kc se cae et ~ £80 

WOOIMEN be ta ee eo ks ; ca miata | Pe 

POUT C-PE CPTI. 5) koa bobs ore ca ba, 4-900 

oral. (BAIS) ce ek 92.325 





From the Independence (Kan.) Re- 
porter. 


The people of Houston, Texas, ap- 
preciate the advertising value of an 
oil paper which is widely quoted. The 
Beaumont Journal says: “The Houston 
citizens who approached Editor Reavis 
with a request that he move the plant 
of the Oil Investors’ Journal to Hous- 
ton were probably unaware that the 
editor had the plant under his hat.” 


/SECOND BLOWOUT AT CADDO DE. 
VELOPS INTO A SEETH. 
ING GEYSER. 


One steam engine. 

One rotary driling rig. 

One seventy-foot derrick. 

One hoisting drum and steel cable. 

Two Gardner pumps 1x6 x10." 

One tool house 10x12 feet with full as- 
sortment of tools 

One hundred and fifty feet of 19-inch 
casing 

Four hundred feét of 8-inch casing 

Sixteen hundred feet of ti-inch casing. 

Sixteen hundred feet of f-ineh drill 
pipe 


The foregoing list represents the 
material which has been swallowed up 
in the cave-in following the blowout 
in the Producers No. 2 well in the Cad- 
do district, north of Shreveport, La. 
Everything within a radius of forty 
feet has disappeared in the seething 
geyser which marks the location of 
the well. The gas pressure is enor- 
mous—sufficient to raise great waves 
of water sixty feet into the air. The 
surface of the pool formed by the cave 
in is constantly growing in area. It 
was about 90 feet in diameter on May 
15th. 

Terrific gas blowouts are not un- 
usual in the Texas-Louisiana oil coun- 
try. At Humble, not long ago, the 
Swarne-Underwood well gave an ex- 
hibition that would have been a 
money coiner on the Pike at St. Louis. 
The well caved, the gas caught fire 
and the machinery and derrick fell in 
and were destroved. 

Cas blowouts at Saratoga have done. 
some fearful stunts. In one instance 
an iron rotary rig was cut squarely in 
two by the gas At Humble and at 
Jennings and Welsh pieces of bould- 
ers have been blown from wells with 
the velocity of a shot from a cannon, 
going so high in the air that they 
could searcely be seen. In the old Lu- 
cas well on Spindletop the gas blew 
10 feet of four-inch drill pipe out of 
the six-inch hole and sent it heaven- 
ward. When it came down it stuck 
far into the ground. Oil operators in 
this section are not surprised by or- 
dinary demonstrations of gas pressure 
—‘ordinary- down here would be con- 
sidered extraordinary in any other lo- 
eality—but nothing quite like the Cad- 
do blowout has been recorded, even 
in the history of freakish happenings 
in the Texas-Louisiana districts. 

On the afternoon of Sunday, May 7, 
the drillers were pulling the six-inch 
pipe from the Producers Oil company 
No. 2 well at Caddo, and had removed 
all but the last double, when the gas 
got away with them. It shot the pipe 
skyward and as the rotary caught on 
the collar of the double, it went up, 
too. The men ran for safety and the 
| fas proceeded to do its worst. The 
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roar made by it as it escaped through 


the eight-inch hole was heard by farm-| 


ers nine miles distant. 

All that night and the next day the 
blowout continued with increasing 
fury, and Monday afternoon the 
gas had cut out the ten-inch surface 
casing and was gaining force. 
ly there was an and 
the ground near the hole caved, tak- 
ing with it the derrick, pipe, engine 
and pumps. Water drained in from 


on 


upheaval then 


the surrounding pools and filled the, 
hole, mixing with salt water from the | 


well, and in a few hours a minuiature 
surf, as it might have appeared during 
the Galveston storm, in full 
eration. The tool house went 


was 


hole and disappeared with the derrick | 


and machinery that had gone before 
Occasionally a derrick 
shoot up into the air and then subside 


timber would 


beneath the surface of the churning 
cauldron. 

This exhibition has continued witt 
increasing violence, until it has be 
come a phenomenon that people ars 
traveling many miles to see The 
Producers Oil company is powerless) 


to cope with the blowout and can onls 
await the time the hole 
choke up or the gas will exhaust itself 


when will] 


A new location has been made 50! 


feet northeast of the blowout and 
Producers company i 
No. 3 


Producers No. 1, 


well at this point. Gas from the 
a completed well, is 


being used for fuel at the various rigs 


that are working in the field The 
Brown Bros. rig is shut down await 


ing the arrival of pipe 


The Caddo Lake Oi! and Pipe Line 
company is starting anot well south 
of its No. 1. William McCormick of 
Shreveport is managing the new work. | 
The old well is not being pumped 

Eight miles south of Caddo City, 
near Mooringsport, the St. Louis} 
Southwestern Oi] and Pipe Line com 


pany, limited, of which W. H. Lang- 
ford, a banker of Pine Bluff, Ark., is 


president and W. E. Green, general 
superintendent of the Cotton Belt 


railroad, is first vice president, is drill- 
ing its first well in a locality rich in 
natural indications of gas and oil. W 
‘T. Arnett, of Beaumont, is 
managing the development. 

Two franchises for the piping of gas 
from Caddo to Shreveport, a distance 
of twenty-two miles, have been ap- 
plied for. S. A. Guy of Shreveport, 
representing himself and others, has 
asked for one. It is understood that 
J. F. Maxwell of Beaumont is inter- 
ested in obtaining one of the fran- 
chises. The gas at Caddo is found in 
rock. If sufficient area is developed 
it may prove profitable to pipe the 


formerly 





Sudden- | 


op- | 


into the} 


the | 


s now drilling its 


'gas to Shreveport, where there are a 
humber of manufacturing and 
| plants which will find it advantageous 
for fuel, 
additional 
Caddo, 


has 


pow er 


to use it 


Co 4s “ . P 
Several drilling rigs are 


of 


operators 


going into “he 


presence 


so much gas 


attracted 


who were not previously interested in| 


the development of the new district 


|JAS. R. GARFIELD IN BEAUMONT. 
OIL INQUIRY UNDER WAY. 
R 


| corporations, 


James Garfield, commissioner of 


spent Monday, May 8, in 
n route from California to} 


; Beaumont, 


| Washington, D. C. He was met here 
|} by John Porter Hollis, late acting pro- 
ifessor of economics at Southwestern 


| university, Texas. 
| Hollis 


ito investigate 


Georgetown, Mr. 
was appointed a special agent 


conditions in the Texas- 


Louisiana oi! industry, and he has 
i been in Beaumont since Mr. Garfield 
| departed, engaged in the work to 
| which he has been delegated. 

| Mr. Garfield took up the investiga- 
tion of the oil industry of the country 
immediately after he had concluded; 


his inquiry into the operations of the 
packers He went to Kansas and 
ifrom there to California. He was on 
| his way home, after looking over the 
| Pacific coast oil fields, when he 
dropped off at Beaumont for a day. 
While here he called on the managers 
lof the various companies, including 
C. H. Markham of the J. M. Guffey 
Petroleum company, J. Ed Pew of 
the Sun company, J. S. Cullinan of the 
| Te Xas company, and others. He was 
informed in every instance that his 
agents would be supplied with what- 
ever facts thev desired, and that these 
would be very gladly given 

In his conversation with the editor 
of the Oi] Investors’ Jour-al Mr. Gar- 
ifield asked a great ma questions 
regarding the condition of the indus- 
try in this section, the first of which 
was: 

“What is the complaint down here, | 


or is there a complaint? 


| trade 


most 


He wanted to know if the producers | 


had effected an active organization, 
and if the Standard Oil company was 
represented in the operations in South- 
east Texas. These questions give an 
idea of the line of inquiry he ‘is fol- 


lowing 


Tierce 


blow with 


Mr. Hollis has spent the ten days) 
since Mr. Garfield left Beaumont in} 


getting acquainted with the producers, 


managers of the pipe line companies | 


and all others who may be of service 
him in arriving at a clear under- 


standing of the conditions existing in 


to 


the Texas-Louisiana oil industry. He} 
will probably go from Beaumont to) 
Jennings and then back to Humble | 


and Sour Lake and the other Texas 
He will also visit the Cor- 
sicana and Clay county fields in North 
Texas, and will get information 
first hand in every instance where it 
He spent a day at Spin- 


districts. 


his 


is possible 


| dletup last week. 


It is apparently the purpose of Mr. 


Garfield to cover all branches of the 


in his investigation, The pro- 
i|duction and transportation of crude 
oil, the operation of pipe lines, the 


oil market, the refining busi- 
ness and the sale and distribution of 
refined products of Southeast Texas 
oil, will be examined Mr. Hol- 
lis has gone over the files of Beaumont 
for back, cover- 
ing the period when the oil bills were 
up for consideration at Austin, and 
has familiarized himself with the mat- 
ter from the beginning. He has talked 
at length with the producers who were 
active in opposing the passage 
of the bill desired by two of the pipe 
line companies, and has also talked 
with the managers of these companies 


crude 


into. 


newspapers months 


‘and of other companies not interest- 


ed or active either way. 


The length of time that will be con- 


sumed by Mr. Hollis in his inquiry 
can not be estimated now. The spe- 
cial agents left by Mr. Garfield in 
Kansas several weeks ago are just 
getting a good start in their work. 
From Washington the information 
comes that the report on the oil in- 


dustry is not expected before Septem- 
ber. 


OPERATIONS IN THE JENNINGS (LA) 
DISTRICT. 

of field, 

May 15 


the Jennings 


the 


pre- 


A 


Summary 


pared on showed folowing 


per itions 


New wells start Wilkins No, 4, down 


feet. 
Old wells drilled daeeper— Western No 
s & 


1.600 


the Producers Oil Compnay; 
No. 1, 


derricks— Producers 


1, by 
Tierce 
New 


Latreille No. 


1: Heywood Oil Company No. 4; Chicago- 
Jennings No. 7 

Wells 
No. 1; 


No. 


with fishing jobs—Rayne Plant- 


Heywood Oil Company No. 3; 


ers 


4; Teter No, 2 (arranging to 


air) owned by Jennings-Hey- 


| wood Ol Syndicate, 

Wells driling—Morse No. 11, down 1850 
| feet on rock and slow work. 
| Daily production of field—27,000 bar- 
rels. 
| Wilkins No. 2 flows every other day 
lat the rate of about 12,000 barrels. Now 


putting in a string o 4-tnch pipe, beiiev- 


ing that it will flow all the time through 


the 4-inch 
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HEARST’S MAN, WALSH, MISREP- 
RESENTS CONDITIONS IN 
TEXAS OIL FIELDS. 

While the Kansas agitation was at 
white heat, ten weeks ago, C. A. Walsh, 





attorney and politician, of Iowa, ap-| 


peared in Texas as the representative 
of William R. Hearst for the purpose 
of ascertaining to what extent the 
Standard Oil company was throttling 
the oil producers of this state. 

Mr. Hearst is very well known as the 
leading exponest of yellow journalism, 
and to sustaip iis own reputation and 
that of his various newspapers he 
must provide sensations for the eager 
readers of the sundry “Americans” and 
“Examiners” of which he is the papa. 

Last summer it will be remembered 
that he stirred up quite a fuss in his 
effort to make himself the democratic 
candidate fer president, but as the en- 
*husiasm .n the movement was con- 
fined chiefly to his own newspapers 
and their direct and indirect employes, 
the attempt fizzled into a fiasco. 

Now, it happened that Mr. C. A. 
Walsh was the chief supporter of Mr. 
Hearst in the State of lowa, and he 
made a pretty stiff fight in behalf of 
the editor-candidate, who was playing 
a heavy role as “the man with the 
money, the man with the dough,” ete 
etc. 

It is not strange, therefore, that Mr. 
Walsh should be found, later on, tena- 
ciously clinging to the Hearst payroll. 

Mr. Hearst is a master hand at work- 
ing up sensations. He also knows, 
like Tom Lawson, the value of the 
psychological moment, and when the 
Kansans began beating the air in an 
effort to wipe out the Standard Oil 
company, he promptly saw the oppor- 
tunity and stepped into the fight—on 
the people's side, of course, certainly, 


” 





yes, naturally, why not? For does he 
not sell his papers to the people, and 
may not the people some day take a no- 
tion to reward him by giving him a 
four vears’ try-out in the White 
House? 

Fond dream. Harmless vision. Who 
would deprive him of his imagination 
and destroy his happiness? 

So Mr. Hearst dispatched Frank S. 
Monnett, former attorney general of 
Ohio, to Kansas to assist the agitators 
—and Mr. Monnett prosecuted hear- 
ings all day and at night wrote red 
hot stories to the Hearst papers about 
his exploits and how he was putting 
the Standard on the bum. To make a 
long story short, the Kansans awoke 
to the fact that they were lending their 
energies to the support of a sort of 
Hearst bureau and they promptly dis- 
pensed with the services of Mr. Mon- 
nett. 

About the time that the Kansas agi- 
tation was cooking the atmosphere 
Mr. Hearst found out that the Texas 
legislature was considering oil legisla- 
tion, and that in connection with it 
charges had been made that the Stand- 
ard Oil company was in control of the 
situation in Southeast Texas. He could 
have found out, by a little further in- 
vestigation, that the injection of the 
Standard into the Southeast Texas sit- 
uation was done for effect, was unwar- 
ranted by the facts and was simply a 
piece of shrewd politics on the part of 
the men who were endeavoring to pre- 
vent the passage of a bill desired by 
two of the eight companies owning 
pipe lines in Souteast Texas. 

Perhaps it was a little shrewd poli- 
tics on Mr. Hearst's part, too. At any 
rate, he sent Mr. Walsh down here 
with the idea of starting something in 
Texas along the line of the Kansas agi- 
tation. The effort was a failure be- 
cause there was nothing in the condi- 
tions existing in Texas upon which to 
base the campaign that he sought to 
Start. 


Mr. Walsh came to Texas and made 
Austin, the state capital and the hang- 
out of the annual pass grafters, his 
headquarters, thus adding strength to 
the opinion that his mission was po- 
litical more than that of a disinterest- 
ed and impartial investigator. He 
came to Beaumont and spent less than 
two days here. In the Oil Investors’ 
Journal of March 18 mention was made 
of the opportunity open to Mr. Walsh 
to describe the real situation in Tex- 
as, as follows: 


Mr. Walsh, by representing conditions 
as they actually exist in Texas. has 
an opportunity to win the appreciation 
of the Texas producers and operators. 
Apparently he was led to believe by the 
sensational dispatches sent to eastern 
hewspapers last month from points in 
Texas remote from the oil flelds that 





the operators here are worked up to 
something like the pitch that prevails 
among some of the Kansas operators. 
Faking correspondents did their best last 
month to convince the outside world that 
the oil situation in Texas was little bet- 
ter than it has been made in Kansas, 
through agitation. On closer view. Mr. 
Walsh must have discovered that some- 
body had been lying, for the “excitement’’ 
is not here. 

The hope was entertained that Mr. 
Walsh would make a fair inquiry 
while he was here and that on learn- 
ing the facts he would present them 
accurately and thus do much to re- 
move the impression created by fake 
dispatches that Texas was going 
through the Kansas contortions. 

Vain hope! Mr. Walsh came for a 
sensation—and he got it, regardless of 
the truth. 

Although he was in the oil country 
hardly long enough to require a change 
of shirts, he uncovered conspiracies 
and combinations in pairs, bunches and 
bakers’ dozens. 


It was dead easy for him. All he 
had to do was to take the conversa- 
tions of one or two of the annual pass 
grafters and hangers-on at Austin, stir 
it in with a few yards of dope obtain- 
able on any street corner-in Beaumont, 
string it out on a typewriter and mail 
it in to the Agitation Editor of Hearst's 
Daily Horrors. 


The result of Mr. Walsh's mis-inqul- 
ry appeared one Sunday morning in 
Hearst's various Yellow Yellers with 
the usual seven-column headline, thus- 
ly: 

“STANDARD OIL, THROUGH ALLIES, 
HAS GRIP IN TEXAS.” 


“INDEPENDENTS ARE CRUSHED BY 
THE TRUST.” 


“Cc. A. Walsh, Investigating for 
Congressman W. R. Hearst, finds 
market in Rockefelier’'s hands.’’ 

The first paragraph of the story re- 
fers to the “bitter fight in the legisla- 
ture between the independents and 
their alleged oppressors.” 

Next, a boost for Senator D. E. Deck- 
er of Quanah, who is described as hav- 
ing taken “the iniative toward remedy- 
ing the evils complained of and to get 
the oil fields out from under the 
clutches of the combination which 
clearly had been formed to kill off all 
competition.” The Decker bill is de- 
scribed as being aimed at the Stand- 
ard through “its subsidiary concerns 
in this state which are popularly be- 
lieved to be the J. M. Guffey Petro- 
leum company, the Security Oil com- 
pany, the Gulf Refining company and 
the Texas company. These com, anies 
practically control the five principal 
oil fields of the state—Spindletop, Sour 
Lake, Saratoga, Batson and Humble.” 

So much for hot air and popular be- 
liefs whose chief popularity is in the 
mind of the political pencil pusher who 
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was paid to generate them. Walsh's | 
version and the facts are not on speak- | 
ing terms—a very, very wide distance 
apart. 

For 
which 


instance: The two companies 
get most of the oil from Spin- 
dletop are not even mentioned by Mr. 
Walsh. They are the Sun company 
and the National Oi] and Pipe Line 
company. Both are pipe line compa- 
nies, but for some reason Mr. Walsh 
failed to include them in the “com- 
bine” that he has fixed up in his im- 
agination as the Standard in Texas. 
Probably because he did not hear their. 
names mentioned. ‘Phat was al! he 
needed. 


The Sun Pipe Line company oper- 
ates a line of its own from Spindletop 
to deep water at Sabine, a distance of 
twenty-six miles, where it loads tank 
steamers for shipment to Philadelphia. 
This same company operates a leased 
line from Sour Lake to Spindletop, 
twenty-three miles, and is building a 
six-inch line from Sour Lake to Hum- 
ble, fifty-three miles. But Mr. Walsh 
did not mention any of these facts. 
He was too busy trying to show that 
“the independents are crushed by the 
trust” to include any details that 


' 
would prove the existence of a very | /) 


healthy competition among the pipe! 
lines in Southeast Texas. 

Four large tank steamers are op- 
erated by the Sun company between 
Sabine and Marcus Hook (Philadel. 
phia), Pa. The company has complete 
facilities for handling the large amount 
of oil that it purchases, and it 
not only in the Spindletop field, but 
at Lake and and will 
shortly be in the market Humble 
Furthermore, it is drilling on its own 
account at Saratoga. 


The National Oil and Pipe Line com- 
pany operates a six-inch pipe line 
from Spindletop to Port Arthur, a dis- 
tance of fifteen miles, and has its own 
dock and loading facilities at the lat- 
ter point. It produces oi! at Spindle-| 
top and Sour Lake and will shortly be | 
producing at Humble. Mr. Walsh did 
not think it worth while to mention) 
these facts. They wouldn't “gee” with | 
the balance of his fish story. It's a) 
wise investigator who knows what his | 
employer wants—and gets it for him.) 

A great many more facts could be) 
cited if it were necessary to give ad- 
ditional proof of Mr. Walsh's careless | 
or intentional disregard for the truth. | 
If the Texas oil fields are really con-| 
trolled by any sort of combination— | 
be it Standard or otherwise—that | 
crushes out the independents, how is | 
it that the Gilbert company at Sour 
Lake, composed of two brothers and | 
their three sisters, cleaned up $400,-) 


buys 


Sour Batson 


at 





000 in one year from a patch of land 
about the size of a young truck gar- 
den? 3 

And D. R. Beatty 
took more than $100,000 out of one well 
at Sour Lake? 


how was it that 


Also, how was it that the same gen- 
tleman and his partner have produced 


and sold more oil and received more 


money for it than any other operator 


or operators, be they individuals, 


firms or companies, in the Humble 
field? 
Neither the Gilbert company nor 


Beatty is mentioned by the sleuth who 
details of the 
of Texas oil, yet 
important factors in 
in this section, and 
they have made very. large prefits. If 
they do not “the Standard 
they must be among “the 
independents” who have been “crush- 
ed by the trust.” 

But 
Then 

The worst, however, is yet to come. | 


dished up the horrible 


Standard’s control 
they 


the 


have been 
oil business 
belong in 
oil group” 


have not been crushed. 


who is the liar? 


they 


Here is how it starts: 





As an evidence of the fact that the 
Southern Pacific company is in league 
with the larger concerns which are be- 
lieved to be subsidiary to the Standard 
Oi Company. it was discovered by Mr. 
Walsh that there are now 5,000,000 bar- 
rels of oil above ground at Jennings, La., 
a productive oil field, situated ninety 
miles east of Beaumont This oil is 
owned by independent producers Be- 
cause they are not allied with the 
Southern Pacific Company or the pipe 
line refineries, which control the situa- 
tion in the east Texas fleld, these inde- 

jpendent produce rs are unable to get any 
ff this 0.000 barrels of oil out of 
the Jennings fleid They are practically 
ampelled to give away all the oil dis- | 
nosed of The field is tied up and the] 
ndependent producers are suffering great 
vases | 

r reasons given for this condition of | 
iffairs are | 

First TI Southern Pacific Company | 
will r huild adequate tracks for load- | 
ing th vil 

Second The Southern Pacific Com- 
pany wili not furnish cars ft» producers 
and) independent = shippers which to 
ship oil, there bemg no law in Louisiana 
to compel them : 

Third The pipe line companies will 

tt build storage tanks or pipe lines In 
which te s or transport the oil 


Did vou ever hear of a sadder state 
of affairs than that? 

It would be terrible—if it were true. 

The facts are— 

First, that the Pacific 
company has put in adequate track fa- 
cilities at every point on its line, near 
Jennings. to which a pipe line has 
been extended from the field. 

Second, that cars have been furnish- 
ed in numbers fully adequate to care 
for the shipments of Jennings oil, this 
being attested by the records for the 
month of March, 1995, which show 
that the Southern Pacific company 
handled 2769 cars, or 646,311 barrels, 
of Jennings oil, against 2539 cars, or 
574.689 barrels, handied by all rail- 


Southern 


| Plaquemine, La., 





roads from all loading points in South- 


east Texas. In other words, the South- 
ern Pacific handled more oil from the 
Jennings, La., field alone than all the 
Texas roads handled from Beaumont, 
Sour Lake, Saratoga and Humble in 
the same month, In the year 1904 the 
Southern Pacific handled 1,833,640 
barrels of Jennings oil. In the first 
four months of 1905 the same compa- 
ny handled 2,345,062 barrels of Jen- 
nings oil. Does this look as if the pro- 
ducers are unable to get their oil out 
of the Jennings field? 

Third, that the producers at Jen- 
nings never asked the pipe lines to 
build storage tanks to care for their 
oil. The producers built their own 
earthen storage reservoirs. Two pipe 
lines already had been built when the 
big production came in at Jennings. 
Two more have been built since. All 
extend to the Southern Pacific railroad 
and one of them extends 58 miles to 


| the Atchafayala river, where connec- 


tien is made by barge and additional 
pipe line with the Mississippi river at 
100 miles north of 
New Orleans. This pipe line, owned 
by the firm of Carnes, Bass & Benck- 
enstein, opens up an outlet for Jen- 
nings oil to a new market—the cities 
along the lower Mississippi river. Jen- 
nings oil has been contracted for in 
Memphis, in Baton Rouge, in Natchez, 
and in New Orleans, to be Jelivered 
through the pipe line and by barge. 
Thus does another of Mr. Walsh's 
strong points lose its underpinning. 
Back to the cornfields of Iowa and 
politics with you, bum sleuth! As a 
portrayer of actual conditions you are 


the worst misrepresenter that ever 
drew pay from a_ presidential ass- 
pirant! 


In a paragraph following his deform- 
ed statement of the situation at Jen- 
nings Mr. Walsh says that “practically 
all of the producing territory in Tex- 
as is controlled by the J. M. Guffey 
Petroleum company, the Security com- 
pany, the Rio Bravo company (South- 
ern Pacific), and the Texas company 
(Gates).” 

The Security Oil company does not 
own or control a foot of producing oil 
land in Texas or any other state. The 
other companies mentioned, neither 
collectively nor individually, control 
any of the Texas oil fields. The Tex- 
as company paid $900,000 for 849 
acres of land at Sour Lake, and as 
much oil was produced from a twen- 
ty-five-acre tract adjoining its purchase 
on the north and operatod on by more 
than a hundred producers as ever 
came out of its $900,000 farm. Mr. 
Walsh could have found out all these 
things if he had really investigated. 

As circumstantial evidence in sup- 
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port of his now freely punctured argu-| 
ment that the Texas fields are con-| 
trolled by one company which is) 
crushing the individual operators, Mr. | 
Walsh cites the fact that J. S. Culli-| 
nan, who was at one time in the em-| 
ploy of the Standard Oi] company, is} 
at the head of the Texas company. | 
This, of course, proves his case con-| 
clusively. On the same theory, when | 
Joseph Ramsey, resigning president of | 
the Wabash railroad system, accepts 
an offer from another system his af-| 
filiation with the other company will 
mean that it is a Wabash concern. | 
Sure. Isn't that sound reasoning? 


Also, Mr. Walsh mentions the fact, 
that F. A. Leovy, formerly division | 
freight and passenger agent of the. 
Southern Pacific at Beaumont, resign- | 
ed to become traffic manager of the 
J. M. Guffey Petroleum company, and 
that C. H. Markham, formerly vice} 
president of the Harriman lines on the) 
Pacific coast, is now general manager | 
of the J. M. Guffey Petroleum compa-| 
ny. Certainly. Wouldn't Mr. Walsh 
resign and go with another presiden- 
tial ass-pirant if he was sufficiently 
urged by a large increase of salary 
and a desirable contract? 

“After Mr. Markham took his posi- 
tion as manager of the Guffey com- 
pany the extensive oil holdings and 
interests of the Rio Bravo Oi! com- 
pany, which was admitted to be a 
Southern Pacific concern, were merg- 
ed into that of the Guffey company.” 

This from Mr. Walsh's story has no 
basis whatever, in fact. If Hans 
Christian Andersen were here it would 
make him envious. 


The holdings of the Rio Bravo Oil 
company never have been merged into 
the Guffey company. The Rio Bravo 
is doing business at the old stand, 
drilling wells, producing and buying 
oil and giving other evidence that it 
has never been merged into anything. 

The concluding paragraphs of -Mr. 
Walsh's sloppy story are made up of a 
letter, written by one W. D. Wilson— 
who is referred to as “a recognized 
authority on the oil situation in Tex- 
as’’—to Congressman Phil Campbell 
of Kansas, giving a badly garbled ac- 
count of conditions in the Texas of! 
fields. The recognition of Mr. Wilson 
as an authority on the oil sitnation in| 
Texas extends only as far as Mr.| 
Walsh. He has never been heard of 
as an oil authority in Beaumont. He| 
is a broker, dealing in lands and oil, | 
and knew Mr. Walsh in Iowa. His let- 
ter-writing propensities are largely de- 
veloped, but this is a harmless pas- 
time to which no one objects—unless 
it is those who have to read what he 
writes. 


/not heretofore developed, will shortly 


'(La.) field to the Atchafayala river, a 


‘in regular operation by the end of; 


' barges on the Atchafavala and will be 


'lower Mississippi river cities. A 55,- 
/ 000-barrel steel tank has been erected 





When Mr. Walsh next undertakes to 
make an investigation it will be more 
to his credit if he really investigates 
and gets facts, instead of allowing him- 
self to be steered into a foolish dis- 
play of inexcusable ignorance. 





COMPLETION OF C. B. & B. PIPE 
LINE OPENS A NEW MAR- 
KET FOR OIL. 

A market for Louisiana crude oil, 


be opened up on the completion and 
operation of the Carnes, Bass & Benck- 
enstein pipe line from the Jennings 


distance of fifty-eicght miles. 
The line has been laid and will be 


next week. Oj] will be loaded = on 


transported to Plaquemine bayou and 
piped across a narrow neck of land— 
less than two miles—to the Missis- 
sippi river, where it will again be load- 
ed on barges and delivered to the 


at Plaquemine bayou and everything 
is in readiness to begin shipments. 
The pipe line—the first of any length 
to be laid in Louisiana—will carry 
5000 to 7000 barrels a day to the 
Atchafayala. 

This line was laid, part of the way, 
through a low, swampy country in 
which there is water to a depth of ten 
and twenty feet. The last enght miles 
at the east end of the line is all 
swamp, and although the engineers 
said that it would not be practicable 








to lay the line until late in the sum- 
mer when the water is low, the own-| 
ers went ahead, dropping the pipe into | 
the water from barges and boats. In 
places the vegetable growth is so| 
dense that it resembles a jungle and | 
the men had to cut their way! 
through it. 


The line has not been completed to! 
its ultimate terminus—Butte la Rose. | 
At present the water is high enough | 
to permit the loading of barges at a| 
point four miles west of Butte la Rose. | 
When the river falls the line will be) 
extended across to the intended ter- | 
minus. 


A thorough test of the line has been 
made with water and it has been made | 
to withstand a pressure of 900 pounds | 
to the square inch. The four-inch pipe | 
stood the test very well, but the six- 
inch, extending from the field to the 
railroad, burst in several places. This 
pipe was taken out of stock and is or- 
dinary line pipe. The four-inch pipe 
was tested at the mill to withstand a 
pressure of 1500 pounds to the square 
inch. 





Already contracts have been made 
for the delivery of oil to Memphis, 
Tenn., and to Baton Rouge, La. The 
gas works at the former city will use 
it in the making of gas. At Baton 
Rouge the Texas Fuel company, lim- 
ited, of New Orleans, has secured a 
franchise to pipe oil under the streets 
and has contracted with Carnes, Bass 
& Benckenstein for a supply of 150.- 
000 barrels a year. Baton Rouge has 
heretofore used coal in its manufac- 
turing and power plants. Negotiations 
are now under way with fuel users at 
Natchez, Miss., to furnish them Jen- 
nings oil in place of coal. As Plaque- 
mine is less than 100 miles north of 
New Orleans, it follows that consider- 
able of the oil that comes through the 
C. B. & B. pipe line will go to New 
Orleans for fuel use. 

One contract recently closed by 
Carnes, Bass & Benckenstein calls for 
the delivery by them of 750,000 barrels 
of Jennings oil to barges on the Mis- 
sissippi at Plaquemine. They have 
contracted to deliver a total of nearly 
2.000.000 barrels of Jennings oil 
through their line. They have three- 
fourths of this amount already in 
storage at the Jennings field, and are 
getting 5000 to 7000 barrels a day 
from their wells. 

The consideration represented by all 
the fuel oil contracts made by this 
firm is not far from $1,000,000. Gen- 
eral S. T. Carnes, who is a partner 
with Messrs. T. H. Bass and L. F. 
Benckenstein in the firm of Carnes, 
Bass & Benckenstein, is a well known 
Memphis capitalist, and is associated 
with some powerful moneyed interests 
in his own city and in the north. The 
firm owns a refinery south of Beau- 
mont on the Neches river, but is not 
operating it. The refinery was orig- 
inally the property of the Central As- 
phalt and Refining company and was 


i built at a cost exceeding $500,000, 





Ida Tarbell says she likes the blue 
sky of Kansas. As Ida associated a 
good deal with the oil promoters, she 
probably bought some of it.—Topeka 
Capital. 

There is this difference: Women use 
opera glasses to find out whether an 
actress has wrinkles in her face. Men 
use them to find out whether the cho- 
rus has wrinkles in its stockings.—To- 
peka Capital. 

The current issue of the Oil Invest- 
ors’ Journal is the best issue of that 
excellent journal that has appeared 
in some time, and it contains all that 
any one would care to know about the 
different ofl fields of Texas and the 
local conditions that pertain to each.— 
Beaumont Sunday Journal, May 7. 
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bet in Before the Rush Begins 


IF YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOUT THE 


Caddo Oil Field 


Write to 


S.A.GUY, 


SHREVEPORT, LA. 


Lands and Leases for Sale 


in Caddo Island District. 


High-Grade Oil. Low Prices. An Abundance of Natural Gas 








ALL BEAUMONT PAPERS LOOK 
ALIKE IN TOPEKA. 


There seems to be a disposition in 
Topeka, Kan., to call all newspapers 
published in Beaumont by one name— 


and that a fictitious one. In the long 


and agitated letter written by Henry) 


J. Adams and printed early in April in 
the Topeka Capital, on which we com 
mented in the last number of this pa 
per, reference was made repeatedly 
to the Oil Investors’ Journal as “the 
Beaumont Oil Journal! Last week 
the Capital reprinted an editorial from 
the Beaumont Daily Journal concern 
ing Colonel Pat Boyle of the Ol C1 
Derrick and credited to “the Beau 


itv! 


mont Oil Journal.” There is no such} 


paper as “the Beaumont Oil Journal.” 
The Beaumont Daily Journal and the 


Oil Investors’ Journal are separate in- | 


stitutions. Perhaps the Topekans, In 


their hot-foot hunt after the genus oc- | 


topus, are trving to make it appear |! 


that there is a newspaper trust In| 


Beaumont—or, at least, a monopoly On 
oil news. if pressed too hard we 
might he prevailed upon to admit that 


the latter is true, and we might, if} 


pressed still harder, name ourself as} 


the chief offender, for that would be 
only a modest admission of the truth. 
But we insist that the Topekans in fu- 
ture shall cut out the fictitious “Beau- 
mont Oil Journal” business and call 
each of us by our right name, 
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first National Bank of Beaumont. 


CAPITAL STOCK zn. 08 
SURPLUS FUND 100.000 
UNDIVIDED PROFITS 81.000 

OF MICENS DIRECTORS 


W.S. DAVIDSON. President W. &. DAVIDSON 
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L. M. HEBERT, 2d Asst. Cashier 














Perfection Blue Flame Ui! Cooking Stoves 


Are Perfect 
fo 


COOL COOKING 


Comfort and 
Economy 
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FOR SALE EVERYWHERE BY 


Waters-Pierce Oil Co. 
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NO APPROPRIATION FOR THE. 
TEXAS MINERAL SURVEY. 


The legislature has made no appro- 
priation to carry on the work of the 
mineral survey of the University of) 
Texas, hence the survey will be ter- 
minated. Such short-sighted policy is) 
deplorable and will be the means of re- 
tarding the development of the im- 
mense mineral resources of the State 
of Texas. Dr. W. B. Phillips, who has 
been in charge of the mineral survey, 
has been a faithful and painstaking of- | 
ficial and has given valuable results for 
the money expended by him in his re. 
searches and in publishing the various 
bulletins which have been issued by) 
the survey, including a very interest-| 
ing one on petroleum. It is understood | 
that two reports, prepared under the. 
direction of the survey, are in manu- 
script. They can not be printed until 
money is appropriated for the purpose. | 
The failure to perpetuate the survey, 
is a fair sample of the kind of legislat-_ 
ing that is done by representatives 
who accept annual passes from the | 
Pullman company and then cut out sec- 


tions of a tax bill that proposes to | 


' 


make the sleeping car monopoly dis- | 
gorge a portion of its too fat profits in| 
order that the revenues of the state 
may equal its expenditures. These an- 
nual-passers belong in the same class 
with the representatives at Washing- 
ton who voted themselves mileage for 
an imaginary trip home and _ back 
again during the imaginary interim be- 
tween the sessions of congress. 








i 

The Chanute (Kan.) Tribune tells of | 
a Swede farmer who dreamed of oil | 
gushers pouring forth streams of| 
wealth near Chanute, and wrote for a | 
map of the county in order that he! 


might locate his dream and make it | 
come true. He will come nearer get- | 
ting something for his money than the | 
people who are biting at the stock! 
company refinery proposition now be- 
ing floated in Kansas at from 2 to 10 
cents a share. It would appear that 
investors are not satisfied unless they 
are being skinned at some sort of 
game all the time. - 





A ta’l girl named Short long loved 
a certain big Mr. Little, while Little, 
little thinking of Short, loved a Tittle 
lass named Long. To make a long 
story short, Little proposed to Long, 
and Short longed to even be with Lit- 
tle’s shortcomings. So Short, meeting 
Long, threatened to marry Little be- 
fore long, which caused Little in a 
short time to marry Long. Query— 
Did tall Short love big Littie less be- 
cause Little loved Long?—Harper’s 
Weekly. 





ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 








PORT 
ARTHUR 
ROUTE 





Kansas City Southern 


DOUBLE DAILY SERVICE 


TO 


Shreveport, Texarkana, Fi. Smith, Joplin, Kansas City and all 
Northern Points. 














Trains depart 7:50 a. m. and 7:50 p. m., carrying through Sleep- 
ers and Chair Cars. 


Fer rates and information apply to 
Phone 6 R. A. MORRIS, C. P. & T. A. 


CITY TICKET OFFICE COR. PEARL AND BOWIE STS. 








TAKE THE 


m. & 1. ©. FR. fr. 





THE SHORT AND QUICK LINE 


BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH TEXAS. 
TWO THROUGH TRAINS DAILY 


PULLMAN SLEEPERS BETWEEN 


Houston and Austin, Housten and Waco, Houston and Fit. Worth, 
Galveston and Denison. 


For full information relative to rates, connections, etc., call 
on any State agent, or address 


M. L. ROBBINS, G. P. A. 
Houston, Texas. 











TEXAS DRILLING CO. 


Main Office: BEAUMONT, TEX. Branch Office: SARATOGA, TEX. 


A. M. BRITTON, Pres. and Mer. GEO. H. JOHNSON, Secy. and Treas. 
JOS. DROUOT, Superintendent. 


Contracts taken te Drill Wells anywhere in Texas or Louisiana. 
if you have property you wish (o test for Oil or Gas, Write fo us. 
Correspondence invited. Best of references given. 
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“LIQUID FUEL” 


AND ITS COMBUSTION 
BY W. H. BOOTH 
Published by E. P. Dution & Co., 31 W. Twenty-Third Street, New York City. 


A book that everyone interested in Fuel Oil, whether dealer or consumer, should have for reference. 
Technical and Practical. Price $8. Orders will be received through the 
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BOUND VOLUMES OF THE OIL INVESTORS’ JOURNA 
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This Number of the Journal completes Volume I11, embodying the issues from June 1, 1904, to May 
18, 1905, inclusive. Valuable for reference. Indispensable if you are interested in the Texas- 
Louisiana oil industry. Send in your order. Price $5, express prepaid. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 








Call, Wire or Write 





BEAUMONT, TEXAS, 


OIL WELL SUPPLY CO. 


PITTSBURG, PA. 


Stores in Every Oil Field of the United States. 
SOUTHERN BRANCHES.— Beaumont, Humble, Sour Lake, Corsicana, Petrolia, Tex., Jennings, La. 


Manufacturers of Boilers, Engines, Sucker Rods, Pumping Outfits, ete. 
Cable and Rotary Drilling Outfits a Specialty. 
Pipe and Tubular Goods. 


Also Reading Iron 


Orders executed promptly. 


Or Other Branch Stores. 













Hours Saved 


BY TAKING THE 


Glel 


QOUNTAIN 
ROUTE 





TO THE 


North anadEast 


VIA 


St. Louls or Memphis 


ROCK-BALLASTED ROADBED, 
WIDE VESTIBULED TRAINS, 
PULLMAN SLEEPING CARS, 
NEW DINING CARS, 
ELECTRIC LIGHTS, ELECTRIC FANS, 
RECLINING CHAIR CARS 


ELEGANT DAY COACHES. 



















For further information, apply to Ticket Agents 
of connecting lines, or to 


H. C. TOWNSEND, 


GEN'L PASS'R AND TICKET AGENT, ST. LOUIS. 


HEYWOOD OIL CO, 


OF BEAUMONT 


Producers and Shippers of Fuel Oil 


BEAUMONT SOUR LAKE BATSON JENNINGS 
OFFICE: BEAUMONT, TEXAS 


























R-I-P-A-N-S Tabules 
Doctors find 
A good prescription 
_ For mankind 
The 5-cent packet is enough for usual occa- 
sions. The family bottle (@ cents) contains gq 
supply forayear. Ali druggists. 











A Colorado Summer 


IS A PERFECT EXPERIENCE. 


Spend your vacation in the Mountains. Breathe the 
Crisp, Pure, Piney Air. Gather Strength and Health 
from the Great ong Me -Doors, and come home happy. 
From June Ist to September 30th the Santa Fe will 
sell you round trip tickets al very low rates. Ask the 
Santa Fe Agent for particulars. 


M. B. MUXEN, C. P. A. 
Beaumont, Texas. 























NEW YORK and RETURN 


NEW ORLEANS 


Morgan Steamship Line 


902.30 $62.60 


LIMIT 60 DAYS. LIMIT OCTOBER 3ist. 





Boats sail from New Orleans every Wednesday. 
Only five days on the water. 
For full information, reservations, 


A. R. ATKINSON, 
D. P. A. Beaumone 
Old Depot Building. 


ete., call on 


J. E. MUNROE, 
C.P.&T.A 
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Drilling Cables Bull Ropes 
Leather Rubber Sand Lines 
Cat Lines Link Belting 


Or anything to make your outfit complete. Prompt Ship- 
tents, Best of Goods at Right Prices. 
Call or Write us 


E. L. WILSON HARDWARE CO. 


BEAUMONT, TEXAS 

















THE AMERICAN NATIONAL BANK 














CAPITAL STOCK, $100,000 BEAUMONT, TEXAS 
OFFICERS DIRECTORS 

: VILLIAW WIESS. Capit at > . WLESS, Sec-Treas McFaddin-Wiess- 
B. R. NORVELL, President y. i \ ERE! L.. Pres. Heywood Oi! Co Ki A ‘e Mi a —e soaaag Ease 
GEO. C. O'BRIEN, Ist Vice-President Fr. KREDYTH. Pres. Keith Lumber ¢ GEO. W. GREER, Law firm Greer & Minor 
t ate > x ina.President = W. PIPKLN. Pres. Paraffine Oil Co. and W. F. REITH, Capitalist 

v. ¢ - TYRRELL, 2d Vi Pr i Ric’ dretecanna daiesuces des LIP NoreVELL. Mer. be init 
CHAS. H. STROECK, Cashier GEO.C. ORRIEN, law firm of O'Brien, LEE BLANCHETTE 
LEE BLANCHETTE, Asst. Cashier fohn & Brier B. R. NORVELL, Presid 
ELMER E. DOBBINS, President. B. J. HARPER, Vice-President. 


JAMES P. FINEGAN, Secretary and Manager. 


“YOU CAN GET IT” 


AT THE 


BATSON IRON WORKS 




















The National Supply Co. 


TOLEDO, OHIO. PITTSBURG, PA. 


Pipe, Pumps, Boilers, Engines and all Lines of Oil and Gas Well Supplies. 
Rotary Drilling Outfits a Specialty. . 


Stores in all the Oil Fields of United States. 


Texas Branches at Beaumont, Sour Lake and Humble 


d Engines, National Tube Co.'s Line Pipe and Tubing, Titusville 


Trelts Boilers an 
AGENTS FOR Farrar € Tre Superior Gas Engine Co., Leidecker Tool Co., Columbia Rope Co. 


Iron Co.’s Boilers and Engines, 





E. H. Fitler's Cordage. 
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THE PETROLEUMIRONWORKSCO. 


Main Office and Works: Washington, Pa. 
Southern Branch Offices: BEAUMONT, TEXAS. Godchaux Building, NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
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OIL REFINING PLANTS 


Steel, Oil, Water, Gas and Grain Tanks. General Agent Gem Oil Burner 
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THE GULF NATIONAL BANK 


OF BEAUMONT, TEX. CAPITAL, $100,000.00 
DIRECTORS QFFICERS 
THOS. H. LANGHAM E. A. FLETCHER THOS. H. LANGHAM, President 
A. L. WILLIAMS W. B. DUNLAP W. B. DUNLAP. Vice-President 
GEO. M. CRAIG R. A. GREER RK. A. GREER. 24 Vice-President 
LOUIS MAYER L. B. PIPKIN A. L. WILLIAMS, Cashier 
P. A. HEISIG P. B. DOTY. Assistant Cashier 














COLEMAN OIL COMPANY 


‘sank sucoineg MFOUSTON, TEXAS 


SHIPPERS OF FUEL OIL 


Our close connection with producers in Humble and other fields enables us fo make sale contracts 
and prompt shipments. Wriie or wire us before placing contracts or orders. 














FUEL OIL]| THE H. E. & W. T. RY. 
Higgins Oil & Fuel Co, 


BEAUMONT, TEXAS 


Producers and Shippers of Crude 
Petroleum 


from Hombiec, Sour Lake and Beaumont. 
Unexcelled facilities for prompt deliv- 
eries by rall or water. We also solicit 
Towing on the Gulf for our new Tugs, 
“Gilbert’’ and “Higgins.” Correspon- 
dence solicited. 


Direct line between Houston and Shreveport. Two 
through trains daily. Pullman sleeper on night 
trains. Special train daily between Houston and 
Humble, leaving Houston 10:30 a. m., arriving 
6:40 p. m. 





M. L. ROBBINS, Act. G. P. A. Houston, Texas. 
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ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 


THE TEXAS Co. 


PRODUCERS, TRANSPORTERS AND REFINERS OF 


PETROLEUM 














FUEL OIL GASOLINE 
SOLAR OIL ENGINE NAPHTHA 
MOTOR NAPHTHA GAS OIL 
WATER WHITE OIL PRIME WHITE OIL 
BLACK OIL ASPHALT OIL 
&& 33 
TEXACO” ASPHALT 
Refinery, Port Arthur, Texas. Shipping Docks, Port Arthur and 






Houston, Texas, New Orleans and Morgan City, La. 






Loading Racks at Beaumont, Sour Sake, Saratoga, Houston and 
Humble, Texas. 


GENERAL OFFICE, BEAUMONT, TEXAS 


| JENNINGS - HEYWOOD OIL SYNDICATE 


JENNINGS, LA. 









PRODUCERS AND DEALERS IN 


FUEL GLE 


Send For Our Prices Before You Ciose Your Contract. 








BEFORE PLACING FUE OI 
YOUR ORDER FOR ; ‘ i ot 


We make prompt shipments from Humble, Sour Lake, Saratoga, Beaumont 


Write us for our figures. - 
We invite correspondence with Fuel Oil consumers. 


and Jennings. 





SHIPSIDE DELIVERY A SPECIALTY. 


J. M. ABBOTT OIL COMPANY 


BEAUMONT, TEXAS 





HOUSTON, TEXAS 
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ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 


GULF REFINING CO. 


REFINERS AND DISTRIBUTORS HIGH GRADE 


ILLUMINATING AND 
LUBRICATING OILS 


STOVE AND ENGINE GASOLINE 


Texas District Sates Oltice, First National Bank Building, HOUSTON, ? 
UNITED OIL & REFINING CO. 


PRODUCERS AND DEALERS IN 


FUEL OIL 


MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH GRADE 


RED ENGINE AND PALE OILS 


FOR FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC TRADE 


REFINERIES 7 . BEAUMONT, TEXAS. 


OFFICES: New York, Boston, Beaumont, New Orleans, 
Si. Louis, Memphis, Birmingham. 



































































R. E. BROOKS, President. E. A. STERLING, V.-P. aud Gen. Mer E. VW. WATTS, Secy. and Treas. 
FROM THE WELL TO THE CONSUMER 


THE STERLING OIL COMPANY 


Old Phone 3297 Producers and Shippers of FUEL OIL. Houston, Texas 
We Make Contracts and Keep Them. Office 317 Bing Building. 









































